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Dear Participants! 
 
This is the first circular from the Organising Committee of the 20th International Conference of Ethiopian 
Studies (ICES20) to take place in Mekelle University in 2018. 
 
Mekelle University was assigned to organise the ICES20 in Mekelle during the closing ceremony of the 
ICES19 at Warsaw University in 2015 and had happily accepted that great challenge. Since then a 
“Main Organising Committee” has been formed at MU, with specialised committees supporting it, 
together with an MU Conference Board, involving the deans and directors in social sciences and 
humanities, and also an Advisory Board.  
 
This prestigious Conference will be organised in close communication with the International Organising 
Committee (IOC), the Institute of Ethiopian Studies (IES) and other stakeholders, academic institutions 
and partners worldwide, following the long established tradition. 
 
The webpage of the ICES20 is ready – it will be updated regularly, you can consult it for the upcoming 
calls for panels and papers, the conference theme and first practical planning. The address is:   

http://www.mu.edu.et/ices20/    or   http://www.ices20-mu.org/ 
 
The exact date will be decided within the coming weeks in cooperation with the stakeholders. It is 
already known that it will be in the second half of 2018. Following the long established tradition, the 
conference will be open to all papers in social sciences and humanities focusing on Ethiopia and the 
region, particularly related to the following fields: 
 

• Archaeology, paleoanthropology & heritage 
• Arts & architecture 
• Education & pedagogical science 
• Economics & development studies 
• History of the states and peoples of the region (political and cultural) 
• Human geography, environment & ecology 
• Law, governance & political economy 
• Philology, literature & linguistics 
• Political science & migration studies 
• Population & gender studies 
• Social anthropology & cultural studies 
• Studies of religion 

 
We are regularly updating our address lists. We will, however, be very grateful if you could send us 
updated address lists and forward this circular to interested colleagues. Please send any questions to 
the main organizing committee: ices20@mu.edu.et. 

 
 
 
 

Mitiku Gabrehiwot Tesfaye 
Chairperson, ICES20 Main Organising Committee, Mekelle University 
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